
You could scarcely make it up:-
•  We are negotiating Brexit with an 

EU leadership terrified of any of 
its other 27 members deciding to 
leave, whilst Mr Blair thinks we 
should have Referendum No. 2.

•  Mrs May is living on a knife 
edge and only needs one 
more compromised member 
of the Cabinet to unsettle 
the boat completely. 

•  Mr Corbyn and Labour are 
quietly ensuring momentum, 
with its 1970’s style communist 
ideology and will be in charge 
for the next election campaign.

What are the concerns/issues in  
rural UK?

•  Interest rates:  whilst base rate 
is now rising it is all minimal and 
worst predictions are 0.5% - 1.0% 
by next Christmas.  Note 30 year 
fixed rates are still very low.

•  New regulations are coming 
in England for residential 
tenancies and private water 
supplies in England and Wales

•  Prices of farm products are not at 
all secure and TB is still rampant.

•  Land Prices are still firm 
for the right farm/land but 
otherwise drifting gently.

What about good governance?  

•  Future farm budgets need 
to be Brexit proof if at all 
possible.  Times will be tight.

•  When did you, your parents 

or children last review your 
wills?  If over 3 years ago, 
you need to revisit.

•  Health and Safety:  when did 
you last carry out an audit?

•  Trees: when did you last carry out 
a survey of your roadside trees?

Oh happy times – and we 
donated the Ashes to...
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Keep Calm and Bat On
What a cheerful muddle the UK is in.

Jonathan  
Lovegrove-Fielden  
Partner
JonathanLovegrove@balfours.co.uk
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The Shropshire Chairman Explains

In the team Balfours now have 
three landowners whose land 
ownership goes back to the 
Normans – Roger Plowden, 
Richard Corbet (pictured) 
and Charlie Giffard (see back 
page).  Which way did they all 
vote in the Referendum?

The Central Association of 
Agricultural Valuers (CAAV) 
is considered by many to be 
the principal and most useful 
professional organisation for a Land 
Agent. At the front of the pack 
and an industry stakeholder on 
many matters affecting legislation 
and opportunities in agriculture 
and the countryside, the CAAV 
provides a valuable lobbying force 
within Brussels, Westminster, 
Cardiff and Edinburgh and is an 
invaluable source of information 
to its membership. The Central 
Association is made up of 29 
regional associations and Balfours 
are pleased to have a strong 
input into this, both centrally 

with representatives sitting on 
the national council and acting as 
national entrance examiners, and 
locally with members of Balfours’ 
team being the regional chairman 
and secretary for Shropshire 
and Montgomeryshire and the 
immediate past chairman for 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire. 

Andrew has been appointed 
Chairman of the Shropshire 
Montgomeryshire & District 
Agricultural Valuers Association. 

Specialising in rural residential lets, 
we find ourselves involved with 
some remarkable properties. One 
such recent property is a half-
timbered Welsh aisled hall house, 
dating to the mid-15th century. 

Head of Lettings, Charlotte George 
MARLA, describes the property as “a 
truly unique and fabulous home with 
the most amazing timber frame; Ty 
Mawr is a rare surviving example of 
an important late medieval house 
typical of the Welsh Marches. It 
dates back to around 1460 and 
had been neglected to a point 
where in the 1970’s it was virtually 
derelict, partially clad in corrugated 
iron and housing farm stock.” 

However, in 1971 it was 
rediscovered and ultimately fully 
restored in 1998 to its 17th 
century appearance, the restoration 
work winning the RICS “Building 
of the Year” award in 2000 for 
Shrewsbury builders’ Frank Galliers 

who undertook the work for the 
Powis Castle Estate and CADW. 
Today 21st century facilities include 
full oil central heating, garage, 
workshop, outbuilding, parking 
and surrounding garden area. 

Balfours has instructions to let the 
three- bedroom Long House, Ty 
Mawr, Castle Caereinion, Ty Mawr 
meaning ‘Big House’ of its day. 

Today the timber-framed home 
comprises a magnificent full-
height sitting room with a 17th 

century fireplace, a second south 
facing reception room, a study and 
kitchen. There is a master bedroom 
with en-suite, together with two 
further double bedrooms which 
have an adjacent bathroom. Part 
of this fine house is opened to 
the public, by appointment only.

1066 and  
all that

What Is The CAAV?

Residential Lettings

Andrew Liddiment
Associate Partner
AndrewLiddiment@balfours.co.uk

Charlotte George
Head of Lettings
CharlotteGeorge@balfours.co.uk

Pictured Charlotte George of Balfours and Tom Till of Powis Castle Estates

Moreton Corbet Castle

Award Winning Historic Long House To Let
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We have enjoyed a steady and sure 
property market in this part of the 
world during the past year. As I write 
in December, the Government has 
agreed the close of first phase talks 
with Europe and here we have been 
taking instructions to launch new 
properties to the market and being 
asked to put completions through 
this month. This “legend,” that the 
late autumn and winter property 
market is quiet, certainly doesn’t 
hold credit with us. We are busy. 

We have seen a steady three to 
five per cent increase in house 

values in the region and any 
Brexit uncertainty has been 
weathered well. In this regional 
market we still see confidence 
in buyers and sellers alike. 
It is too early to judge the effect 
the abolition of stamp duty on 
first time buyers will have – but 
it is likely to be positive and 
this region has a good stock of 
suitable homes to fit the bill. 
The breakthrough in the Brexit 
talks paves the way for trade 
agreement talks, empowering 
Britain – instilling confidence 

and demonstrating the positive 
relationship Britain and Europe 
could achieve, thereby freeing 
markets to proceed with confidence. 

We now have a better picture 
of what Brexit may look like and 
significantly, the knowledge that 
this is now unlikely to be a divorce 
where Britain is left out in the cold. 

Throughout Balfours’ territory, the 
residential town and rural markets 
have enjoyed a positive year. We 
have also had noted successes 
selling land for development and 
selling farms. In 2018 demand will 
dictate what will happen to property 
prices. We don’t anticipate a huge 
influx of new property coming to 
market. This will ensure that good 
quality, well marketed, well priced 
property will remain in high demand.

Whilst other parts of the country 
may be experiencing a declining 
housing market, this region is not. 
This has been illustrated by the 
recent sale of Edge Farm, near Much 
Wenlock. With two strong buyers 
locking horns, each demonstrating 
their determination to secure the 
house for themselves, this led to a 
surprising and ultimately fulfilling 
conclusion for both myself and 
my client, endorsing Balfours’ 
position in the upper echelons 
of the local property market.

Country Sales

A Positive Year

Alistair Hilton
Head of Sales,
AlistairHilton@balfours.co.uk

Property Sales Review

Duncan Scobie
Sales Negotiator

DuncanScobie@balfours.co.uk

Showdown for £2m Property
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Property styles and preferences 
tend to be cyclical as far as the 
property market is concerned. Barn 
conversions continue to respond 
very well within the Shropshire / 
Herefordshire property markets. 
Historically located in beautiful 
rural settings, an attraction is 
that barn conversions are often 
permitted in places where it 
would be very difficult to gain 
planning permission to build 
a conventional property. Each 
building is unique, with an historic 
quality, and typically constructed 
from local materials, making them 
a top choice for house-hunters 
looking to move into the area.

Increasing legislation and 
compliance is creating challenges 
for lenders and professionals 
alike. We are obliged to guide 
clients through more and more 
treacle when obtaining finance. 
Rules for affordability and 
suitability of security are 
tougher. Anti Money Laundering 
requirements lengthen timescales 
particularly where Trusts and 
Charities are involved. 
Clients must be made formally 
and demonstrably aware 

of implications of opting 
for fixed rate loans and the 
possible costs of redemption 
fees for early repayment.
Despite increased bureaucracy 
we continue to guide more 
and more people through the 
process as there are some very 
competitive deals still out there.

Residential
Sales Raising Finance
Barn Conversions

Legislation and Compliance

Scott Kemsley
Sales Negotiator
ScottKemsley@balfours.co.uk

Rory Galliers
Partner
RoryGalliers@balfours.co.uk

Did You Know
Inheritance Tax currently raises in excess of  
£5 billion per annnum for the Government
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Whilst many welcome walkers on 
public paths, sometimes new routes 
can be inadvertently established 
by simply not challenging those 
walking where they should not. 
This may only become a problem 
should the land be offered for sale 
or farming practices changed. 
If done in time, landowners can 
protect themselves by depositing 

a rights of way statement with the 
local authority and also, if they wish, 
creating a temporary permissive 
path. They may also choose to 
lock gates and put up signs. 
A more flexible and less 
confrontational system would 
be welcome, but until then, we 
recommend depositing a statement.

Bryn Hill
Associate Partner
BrynHill@balfours.co.uk

Balfours send a fond farewell 
to two loyal and longstanding 
members of staff:

Pam Rowland leaves the Hereford 
Office after 20 years, the last 15 
of which working with Tim Lee.  
She has been heavily involved in 
all aspects of running the office 
and her dedication and skills will 
be much missed although in her 
own words “some people get a 
shorter sentence for murder”

Sandra Brisbane retires after 
nearly 50 years. Sandra has seen 
many changes during her time 
and is always busy, so retirement 
may not be the word. As well as 
working for David Groves for the 
last 29 years, she organised our 
Christmas parties and all sorts of 
fundraising activities in addition 
to her busy work schedule. 

We wish them both a long, happy 
and well earned retirement

Long  
Service

Did You Know: The new Electronic Communications Code gives the right to Telecom operators 
to site share, upgrade or assign without Landlords’ consent irrespective of what their agreement says.

Rights of Way 

Balfours Xtra 
In the run up to Christmas, 
Balfours’ professionals spoke to 
over 90 fellow professionals on a 
range of topical property issues. 
Tim Perkins and William 
Shuttleworth introduced the 
evening in Shrewsbury and Hereford 
respectively with a fictional scenario 
starring Lord Embury of Blodwell 
Castle, Market Blodwell (somewhere 
in the Marches), seeking to hand on 
the estate to the next generation. 
Richard Corbet outlined the pros 
and cons of alternative Inheritance 
Tax reliefs. Justin Stevenson and 
Andrew Downton then spoke 
about the planning opportunities 
and building considerations for 
developing barns. In Hereford, this 
talk was given by Bryn Hill. This was 
followed by Rory Galliers and Amy 
Henderson on “Raising the Finance”. 
Frances Steer then outlined the 
pitfalls of current residential 
property letting legislation both 

in England and Wales, where the 
rules vary. Finally Alistair Hilton and 
Scott Kemsley discussed strategies 
for promoting and selling land with 
potential for development and 
selling traditional barn conversions. 
The moral of the story was 
the importance of teamwork 
between professionals.

An Evening with PG Wodehouse

Tim Perkins
Partner
TimPerkins@balfours.co.uk

Depositing a Statement

Lord Embury Of Blodwell
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People

If you received this  
Newsletter by direct mail, 
please complete and return the 
enclosed form if you wish to 
continue to receive it.

Market House
Craven Arms, Shropshire
SY7 9NN
Tel: 01588 673314

The Estate Office
The Vallets, Whitfield, Hereford
HR2 9BA
Tel: 01981 570727

New Windsor House
Oxon Business Park, Shrewsbury
SY3 5HJ
Tel: 01743 241181

The Square, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire, 
SY1 1LG
Tel: 01743 353511

Balfours is delighted to be 
joined by Charlie Giffard who 
will be a key player in seeking 
to extend our influence in East 
Shropshire and West Staffordshire, 
supporting and developing 
residential sales in the region. 

Charlie has more than ten years 
experience working in Central 
London property agency and 
ultimately managed a prestigious 
Fulham estate agency. Returning 
to home turf, he brings a valuable 
wealth of local and regional 
knowledge, gleaned as the 
30th generation to have grown 
up at Chillington Hall, Codsall 

Wood, near Wolverhampton. 

Charlie explains: “For me 
representing the Balfours 
residential sales team so close to 
home is a great opportunity and 
the timing is perfect. It is hugely 
satisfying to guide vendors in their 
move and to help them achieve 
their aspirations. Moving is a 
challenging period in anyone’s life; 
it is very satisfying to be there with 
them to ensure the whole process 
goes smoothly and to plan.” 

Charlie will divide his time 
between the Shrewsbury 
office and, in time, an office 
at Chillington Hall.

Katie Richardson
Katie joined Balfours residential sales department in 
The Square in Shrewsbury bringing with her four years’ 
experience in Birmingham’s residential letting market. 
She is a great match for our business bringing 
excellent skills, she is hugely personable and we 
are delighted to welcome her to the team.

Laura McIver-Driscoll 
Laura has been an important member of Balfours 
accounts department for over 5 years. During that 
time she has been working towards her professional 
examinations and we are pleased to announce that 
she is now a fully qualified Certified Chartered 
Accountant adding yet more strength and depth to 
Balfours accounts team working for our clients.

Bryony Davenport
Balfours letting department has appointed 
Bryony to its Shrewsbury based team.
Bryony, who graduated from Liverpool University 
with a first class degree last year, has taken on the 
role of lettings administrator and negotiator. 

Charlie can be contacted at 
CharlieGiffard@balfours.co.uk

Charlie Giffard


